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Gertrude Bell, Jaafar Pasha, Sir Hugh Trenchard and General
Geoffrey Salmond.

Feisal was put forward as a candidate for the throne who was
persona grata with the British Government, and, largely owing
to the influence of Gertrude Bell, was elected^ the following
June by an overwhelming majority of the Iraqis. Trenchard,
backed by Lawrence, put forward the plan for Air Control in
Iraq at an estimated cost many millions below the lowest con-
ceivable for an army of occupation. This, incidentally, was of a
double benefit to the British taxpayer, since Iraq provided an
ideal training ground for the R.A.F. and was its great oppor-
tunity. The settlement of Iraq naturally disappointed many am-
bitions and some British officers who left the service were unable
to see any good in the regime and have consistently attacked
Lawrence's reputation not only as a political adviser but as a soldier
and a writer and a man, and indeed on every possible occasion.]

142:   TO C. M. DOUGHTY
20.5.21.                                                                       Colonial Office
Dear Mr. Doughty, I'm back again in England, for a little bit
(next move probably Jidda), after spending six weeks across
Jordan, most of it in Amman, where conditions are strange, &
rather exciting.1
I'd like to see you, but I hear you are away from Eastbourne.
Your third edition is just being made ready, so Cape tells me;
it's very good to have sold out in three months, better than I ever
hoped: for the really large sales will not be touched till the cheap
edition appears, and for that we will probably have to wait some
years.
I got a note from you when I got back, enclosing a cutting
from the Times Correspondent at Maan! I'm afraid he got no
1 Compare the following statement from Sir Arnold Wilson's Thoughts and Tal&s, 1938.
*Mn Winston Churchill induced "T. E. Shaw** to immure himself for a year in
Downing Street as an adviser on Arab policy. He was not happy looking at the East
from a secluded corner. He never revisited Arabia or Syria and he gladly threw the
mantle of office from his shoulders*. See also Lawrence's Report of Trans-Jordan
(No. 147} ft seq.